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Summary  

  

The report was conducted by contacting five photographers to enquire about their 

practice in order to develop an understanding of how their fine art work is both 

defined and financed. This was supported by secondary research which included 

interviews by photographers who provided further insight and personal opinion 

regarding both the financial aspects of fine art photograph as well as its definition.   

The report has highlighted the issue of defining fine art photography. Through the 

use of example, it has presented alternative career paths that support the funding of 

fine art photography. Following this, opportunities for funding, selling, and gallery 

representation were presented.   

It was concluded that funding a career in fine art photography is both costly and 

difficult, but it is one that offers the photographer the freedom of choice that not 

many career paths can.  
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Introduction  

  

This report aims to research and investigate the financial aspects of perusing a 

career in fine art photography. It is one that involves passion, dedication, 

commitment, but ultimately, time and money. Although there exist a wealth of 

successful photographers currently working in a fine art context, for the aspiring 

photographer, there is little discussion that discloses how they have financed both 

themselves, and their career.  

To begin, the term ‘fine art’ itself will be investigated, as its usage and definition 

within the industry is often open to interpretation.   

Following this, through primary and secondary research, the financial aspects 

involved for a fine art photographer will be investigated.    

Funding, and the selling of both prints and photobooks will be investigated, and 

finally, the findings from the art gallery Gallerina will be presented in relation to artist 

representation.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



The Financial Aspects of Fine Art Photography  

  

  

  

7  

  

What Is Fine Art Photography?  

  

Fox and Caruana explain that, "Art practice in photography is one of the most difficult 

types of photography to define; it is an incredibly broad category that could 

potentially include many different ways of working.” 1  

A potential reason for this difficulty is offered by fine art and commercial 

photographer Chip Jones,    

The term “fine art” is often times used for promotional or marketing purposes.  

For example, you see many wedding photographers describe their work as 

“fine art photography”. Certainly this sounds great to a prospective customer, 

but it’s really not fine art photography unless it was a piece created by the artist 

for exhibition purposes.2  

The term is often used in wedding photography. Kate Nielen describes herself as 

being, "...a fine art wedding and portrait photographer..."3 who takes a "...gentle, fine 

art editorial approach..." 4. Genres within the photographic industry are prone to 

cross over, this cross over has implications with ascertaining what constitutes fine art 

within the industry. www.simonephotography.co.uk is another wedding photography 

site, their work labelled as,   

• Fine Art  

• Photojournalism   

• Documentary   

• Life Style   

• Natural   

• Candid   

                                            
1 FOX, A, and CAUANA, N, Behind The Image p. 82  
2  JONES, C. ‘Fine Art Photography – Defined’ 

www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpointsperspectives/fine-art-photography-defined (01.03.2016)  
3 NIELEN, K. ‘My Approach’ www.katenielen.com/weddings (03.04.2016)  
4 NIELEN, K. http://www.katenielen.com/about.html (03.04.2016)   

http://www.simonephotography.co.uk/
http://www.simonephotography.co.uk/
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.chipjonesphotography.com/viewpoints-perspectives/fine-art-photography-defined
http://www.katenielen.com/weddings
http://www.katenielen.com/weddings
http://www.katenielen.com/about.html
http://www.katenielen.com/about.html
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Figure 1 demonstrates an example of these terms being used,  

 
Figure 1: Simone Photography, Website Screenshot   

  

Figure 2 demonstrates a selection of their photographs under the titles of ‘fine art’.   

 
  

Figure 2: Simone Photography, Website Screenshot   

  

Looking through the work, it’s unclear which images are defined as ‘fine art’. Irfan 

Ahson openly states he uses the term ‘because it sounds good’, seen in figure 3.  
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  Figure 3: Irfan Ahson Response, Facebook Message Screenshot  

  

This example supports Jones’ comment regarding the term as being one used as a 

marketing tool.   

'Digital Camera World' explained, "A loose definition of fine art photography is any 

image that’s taken for the pure purpose of viewing pleasure. Not for commercial or 

editorial use and not for illustration."5 Considering this, the concept of ‘fine art 

wedding photography’ seems somewhat paradoxical.  

Saatchi Art, an online art gallery, provides a more in-depth description,   

Fine art photography is a relatively new form of artistic expression. Compared 

to the time-honoured mediums of painting and sculpture, the oldest examples 

of fine art photography just date back to the 19th century. Indeed, it was a 

struggle for early fine art photographers to have their work recognized as “high” 

art. Eventually, photography would come to be recognized as an art form for its 

ability to communicate the photographer’s unique point of view and elicit 

profound emotional reactions from viewers.6  

                                            
5 MEYER, J. ‘Fine Art Photography: What You Need To Shoot Amazing Photo Projects At Home’  

www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/16/fine-art-photography-what-you-need-to-shoot-

amazingphoto-projects-at-home (06.04.2016)  
6 ‘Fine Art Photography’ www.saatchiart.com/photography/fine-art (27/03/2016)  

http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/16/fine-art-photography-what-you-need-to-shoot-amazing-photo-projects-at-home
http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/16/fine-art-photography-what-you-need-to-shoot-amazing-photo-projects-at-home
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http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/16/fine-art-photography-what-you-need-to-shoot-amazing-photo-projects-at-home
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http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/16/fine-art-photography-what-you-need-to-shoot-amazing-photo-projects-at-home
http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/16/fine-art-photography-what-you-need-to-shoot-amazing-photo-projects-at-home
http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/01/16/fine-art-photography-what-you-need-to-shoot-amazing-photo-projects-at-home
http://www.saatchiart.com/photography/fine-art
http://www.saatchiart.com/photography/fine-art
http://www.saatchiart.com/photography/fine-art
http://www.saatchiart.com/photography/fine-art
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Hamidah Glasgow, the Executive Director for 'The Centre for Fine Art Photography' 

suggests fine art photography is a personal endeavour,  

Make work that matters to you, that pushes you and the viewer to see the world 

in a new way. Make work that is in conversation with history, society, or with 

yourself. The Art in fine art Photography is the most important piece of it all. Be 

bold and true to yourself.7  

Fine art photographer Alain Briot expanded, "Fine art photography is first about the 

artist, second about the subject, and third about technique. The artist is the most 

important element in the creation of art."8 In another article he wrote,  

Rather than seek the creation of images based on a literal representation of the 

subject, fine art photographers seek the creation of images based on an 

emotional response to the subject. Rather than show us the subject as we 

already know it, the artist shows us the subject as only him, or her, knows it. 

What we see in the work of art is the subject transformed by the vision of the 

artist.  

Briot wrote a series of writings providing insight into the genre,  

• Part 1 - http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html  

  

• Part 2 - http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0811/ab0811-1.html  

  

• Part 3 - http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0911/ab0911-1.html  

Some points from part 1 are,  

• The photographer is an artist  

• They must demonstrate complete creative control  

• The goal is to create a work of art  

• The work has emotion content  

• Quality not quantity   

                                            
7 ‘Selling Fine Art Photography’ http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf  

(08.04.2016)  
8 BRIOT, A. ‘What is Fine Art Photography? Part 1 of 3’    

www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html (09.04.2016)  

http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0811/ab0811-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0811/ab0811-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0811/ab0811-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0811/ab0811-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0811/ab0811-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0911/ab0911-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0911/ab0911-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0911/ab0911-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0911/ab0911-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0911/ab0911-1.html
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://blog.papirontul.hu/photobooks/selling-fine-art-photography.pdf
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
http://www.naturephotographers.net/articles0711/ab0711-1.html
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• Cost considerations are secondary  

The fine art photography awards states that,   

Fine Art photography is a perfect instrument, which allows a person to 

communicate with the world and share their vision. It results from the author’s 

deep sensitivity, a need to express feelings through image, a unique view of 

the surrounding reality. It can be spontaneous, but it can also be a conscious 

and deliberate manifesto.9  

Jason Hindley, commercial and fine art photographer, provides his opinion in figure 

4,  

 
Figure 4: Jason Hindley Response, Facebook Message Screenshot  

Fine art photographer Cole Thompson had this to say regarding its definition,   

How would I define fine art?  My short answer is: I wouldn’t.  I mean, who 

cares?  There will never be a definition that everyone agrees upon and it really 

doesn’t matter to me what someone else says anyway?  If I love an image and 

then find out that it’s not considered fine art, do I love it any less?10  

Tom Bland, fine art and editorial photographer, agrees that the definition can be 

difficult to pin down, and explains his usage of the term whilst commenting on the 

issue of overlapping genres, as shown in figure 5,   

                                            
9 http://fineartphotoawards.com/ (02.04.2016)  
10  JENSON, C. ‘An Interview With Cole Thompson’ 
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photographyinterview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson 
(21.03.2016)  

http://fineartphotoawards.com/
http://fineartphotoawards.com/
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photography-interview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson
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Figure 5: Tom Bland Response, Facebook Message Screenshot  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Financial Aspects of Fine Art Photography  

  

  

  

13  

  

How Do Fine Art Photographers Support Themselves Financially?  

  

A fine art photographer must be able to find a way of funding their work. Here, 

photographers working in the industry were researched to gain insight into how their 

fine art work is financially supported. However, this information can be difficult to 

obtain.   

For example, Pete Myers explained he's experienced "...decades of full-time work as 

a fine art photographer."11 Yet provides no explanation of how this was possible 

financially. His website continues, "...he was a consultant to NASA in electrical and 

bioelectrical engineering. By the age of 25, he had invented the audio portion of 

virtual reality in a startup he founded, to worldwide acclaim."12  

After suffering illness in his early thirties, he returned to his love of photography and 

his career followed.   

Fine art photographer, Matt Suess "...gave up his 17 year photojournalism career 

and moved west to Arizona follow a burning desire to photograph the vast 

landscapes and dramatic vistas of the Southwest." 13 and "...ever since he has been 

a full-time artist selling his artwork at some of the best juried fine art festivals 

throughout the Southwest, with collectors worldwide." 14  

Scott Mead left "...his investment banking career, during which photography took a 

back seat..."1516 He reignited his love of photography, and in his 2010 solo exhibition,   

All profits raised from the exhibition, supported by Hamilton’s Gallery, were 

donated to help create a new Gene and Cell Therapy Laboratory, providing a 

                                            
11 MYERS, P. ‘State of the ART: The Purpose of Fine Art Photography’ 

photo.net/learn/fineart/purpose-of-fine-art-photography (04.04.2016)  
12 MYERS, P. ‘About’ www.petemyers.com/#!/info/about (04.04.2016)  
13 SUESS, M. ‘About Me – Biography & Artist Statement’ mattsuess.com/about-me (18.02.2016)  
14 ‘Matt Suess – Full-time Fine Art Photographer and Teacher’ www.udemy.com/user/mattsuess  

(18.02.2016)  
15 MEAD, S. ‘Biography’ scottmeadphotography.co.uk/about (16.02.2016)  
16 MEAD, S. ‘Selected Exhibitions’ scottmeadphotography.co.uk/exhibitions (16.02.2016)  

http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://photo.net/learn/fine-art/purpose-of-fine-art-photography
http://www.petemyers.com/#!/info/about
http://www.petemyers.com/#!/info/about
http://mattsuess.com/about-me
http://mattsuess.com/about-me
http://mattsuess.com/about-me
http://mattsuess.com/about-me
http://www.udemy.com/user/mattsuess
http://www.udemy.com/user/mattsuess
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vital diagnostic and treatment service for children requiring a life-saving Bone 

Marrow Transplant at Great Ormond Street Hospital.  

16  
Given the examples of Myers, Suess and Mead, one is left wondering how they 

funded themselves and their careers after leaving their previously paid jobs.   

Some fine art photographers had received funding. For example, photographer  

David Kretschmer “…cannot make a sustained living from his practice…” 17but one 

of his projects titled ‘Mirrors’ “…was funded to create the body of work.” 18 

Kretschmer disclosed this funding was the result of winning a competition.  

Fine art photographer Christopher Crawford supports his artistic work as graphic and 

web designer,   

I am a full time professional artist, with a large number of group and individual 

exhibitions to my credit. I am also a graphic designer and web designer, and 

my fine art photographs have been used in a number of advertisements, 

magazine articles, and music CD covers.19  

His also provided his opinion when answering ““how does one make money in fine 

art photography?” His response states that, “It requires that you start out with a lot of 

money and takes a long time to begin making money.”20 He continues by drawing 

from his own experiences, “I have never made enough to live selling art and have 

sold more than most I know. I support myself as a graphic designer and commercial 

photographer.”21  

The idea of a fine art photographer supporting themselves through other jobs seems 

to be a common one. As a result, many photographers list themselves as working in 

more than one genre.   

                                            
17 GILLO, C. ‘Fine Art vs Commercial’ http://www.adamhinton.net/articles/DigitalPhotographer.pdf  

(08.04.2016)  
18 GILLO, C. ‘Fine Art vs Commercial’ http://www.adamhinton.net/articles/DigitalPhotographer.pdf 

(08.04.2016)  
19 CRAWFORD, C. ‘About Me: Christopher Crawford’ http://chriscrawfordphoto.com/bio.php  

(01.04.2016)   
20 ‘How Does One Make Money In Fine Art Photography?’ 

http://www.dpreview.com/forums/post/22519251 (01.08.2016) 
21 ‘How Does One Make Money In Fine Art Photography?’ 

http://www.dpreview.com/forums/post/22519251 (01.08.2016)  
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Alys Tomlinson is one such example. “Alys is an award-winning editorial and fine art 

photographer based in London.”21 Her website displays both personal and 

commissioned work. Considering the definition of fine art outlined earlier in this 

report, it can be assumed that her fine art work belongs under the ‘personal’ section 

of her website. It isn’t explicitly clear however, if Tomlinson considers herself 

primarily an editorial or fine art photographer. “Alys combines commissioned work for 

editorial, design and advertising clients with personal work, which she publishes and 

exhibits.”22 Therefore one wonders if her editorial and commercial work feeds into 

her fine art photography, or if her fine art photography is something she does for her 

own enjoyment. Tomlinson was contacted regarding this, and her response provides 

a clear answer in Figure 6.   

 

                                            
21 TOMLINSON, A. ‘About’ www.alystomlinson.co.uk/about (08.04.2016)  
22 TOMLINSON, A. ‘About’ www.alystomlinson.co.uk/about (08.04.2016)  
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Figure 6: Alys Tomlinson Response, Email Message Screenshot  

Commercial and fine art photographer Jason Hindley provides insight into how his 

fine art practice generates financial gain, show in Figure 7,  

 

Figure 7: Jason Hindley Response, Facebook Message Screenshot  

It appears Hindley’s fine art photography exists alongside his commercial 

photography and work experience to encourage further commissions, a model that 

seems to be working for him.   

In contrast, other photographers choose to fund their fine art work in industries 

removed from creativity. Fine art photographer Graham Vasey chooses bar work to 

support himself, explaining this offers him the time he needs to create his fine art 

works, seen in figure 8  
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Figure 8: Graham Vasey Response, Facebook Message Screenshot  

Kretschmer, to some extent, seems in agreement with Vasey,   

It’s a very difficult career and it is much easier to earn money with advertising; 

however, for me I think the fine art photography is more interesting and fits into 

how I want to live. I am free and I can do whatever I want.23  

Other photographers have bluntly stated that making money from their fine art work 

is a problem. Conceptual fine art photographer Siri Kaur left her job as an investment 

banker and when asked ‘What are you getting out of art that you did not get from 

your previous work?’ she responded with, “Everything except tons of money.”24 In a 

different interview from the same site, fine art photographer Thomas Demand stated 

that you “…Cannot think of art without mentioning money sooner or later.”25 Fine art 

photographer Cole Thompson, when asked what advice he’d give an aspiring 

photographer, his response was,   

I’d ask them why they want to get into fine art.  If the answer is “to make 

money” then I’d have a good long laugh and wish them well… Create out of 

love and not for money or recognition.  I cannot create my best work if my 

                                            
23 GILLO, C. ‘Fine Art vs Commercial’ http://www.adamhinton.net/articles/DigitalPhotographer.pdf 

(08.04.2016)  
24 WEINGART, K. ‘An Interview with Conceptual Fine Art Photographer Siri Kaur’ 

http://petapixel.com/2015/02/19/an-interview-with-conceptual-fine-art-photographer-siri-kaur 

(23.03.2016)  
25 WEINGART, K. ‘An Interview with German Fine Art Photographer Thomas Demand’ 

http://petapixel.com/2015/09/22/an-interview-with-german-fine-art-photographer-thomas-demand 
(23.03.2016)  
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motives are fame or fortune.  For this reason I have come to conclude that 

money and art do not mix.26  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                            
26  JENSON, C. ‘An Interview With Cole Thompson’ 

http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photographyinterview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson 

(21.03.2016)  
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Funding For Fine Art Photographers  

  

The previous section considered the financial difficulties that a career in fine art 

photography poses. It was found that Kretschmer, new to the career of fine art 

photography, was awarded funding that aided him in the production of his work. This 

section will present the variety of funding opportunities available for aspiring fine art 

photographers.  

There exists a variety of grants and awards available to fine art photographers. 

Sourcing these can be a tedious and difficult task, but there are online resources 

available that compile useful lists and information, as well as offering subscriptions 

for regular updates. Below are some of these lists available,   

• The Paul Hamlyn Foundation - http://fundingforartists.org.uk/about “…a portal 

for information on funding opportunities for individual artists and 

composers.”27  

  

• FotoCal - http://fotografiamagazine.com/fotocal-photography-awards-

grantsopen-calls-april-2016  

“…a list of photography awards, grants and open calls with deadlines in the 

following 30 days.”28  

  

• List by Jacob James - http://jacobjamesphotography.co.uk/funding-grants “All 

the sources on this list grant funding for new projects rather than for projects 

that have already been finalised.”30  

  

                                            
27 ‘About’ http://fundingforartists.org.uk/about (08.04.2016)   
28 ‘FotoCal – Photography Awards, Grants, and Open Calls Closing in April 2016’ 

http://fotografiamagazine.com/fotocal-photography-awards-grants-open-calls-april-2016 (08.04.2016) 
30 JAMES, J. ‘Funding and Grants’ http://jacobjamesphotography.co.uk/funding-grants (08.04.2016)  
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• Photo Shelter - http://www.photoshelter.com/resources/grants-

forphotographers   

“We’ve collected 22 grants, monetary awards, and scholarships that could be  

your golden ticket to telling the story that matters most to you.”29  

  

• Photo Contest Guru - http://photocontestguru.com/list-of-photo-grants-

fundsawards   

Provides a “list of International Photography Grants and Funds in 2016 for 

student, amateur and professional photographers.”30  

Although an article by the ‘Digital Photographer’ made an important point regarding 

such funding,    

However, for those thinking this is a quick-fix solution, it’s not an easy way to 

receive money. There are often a lot of photographers to compete against and 

it’s a long process to go through to get the rewards.31  

There are also opportunities for photographers to create ‘crowd funded’ projects 

through ‘Fotofund’. “Fotofund is a crowdfunding platform exclusively for photo-based 

works.”32  

We aim to develop a dedicated network of photographers and photo 

enthusiasts who will come together in support of one another and the 

photography community at large – project backers pledging to support project 

creators, who in turn support an organization committed to the advocacy of 

photography worldwide.33  

  

  

                                            
29 ’22 Organizations That Want to Fund Your Photo Project’ 

http://www.photoshelter.com/resources/grants-for-photographers (08.04.2016)  
30 ‘Photo Grants 2016’ http://photocontestguru.com/list-of-photo-grants-funds-awards (08.04.2016)  
31  JENSON, C. ‘An Interview With Cole Thompson’ 

http://www.clickinmoms.com/blog/photographyinterview-with-fine-art-photographer-cole-thompson 

(21.03.2016)  
32 ‘About Us’ http://en.fotofund.org/about-us (08.04.2016)  
33 ‘About Us’ http://en.fotofund.org/about-us (08.04.2016)  
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Selling Work  

  

This section considers the challenges of selling fine art photography, examining two 

aspects, selling prints and selling photobooks.   

  

Selling prints can be a challenging aspect for the new fine art photographer, but this 

is only the beginning. Producing work that’s saleable and profitable is of equal 

importance. In an article for Current Photographer, Trevor Current, founder of the 

website and photographer himself, offered some interesting insight into the problem 

of selling fine art photography.     

When you’re selling fine art photography it’s much harder to justify the cost of 

the prints to the customer. They either get it and are happy to pay or they don’t 

and won’t pay. Many look at fine art photography as a commodity that’s easily 

obtained. There are tens of thousands of photographers selling fine art prints 

online many of which share similar styles and looks. Because of this, selling 

your prints turns into more of a price battle than a true appreciation of art.34  

He continues by offering some thoughts on how a fine art photographer can make 

their work unique, and therefore potentially increase its saleability. Some of these 

thoughts from his article at http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-

pricefor-your-fine-art-photography are listed below,   

• Is the market flooded with images of this type?  

• Have you provided a unique perspective?  

• Why would a customer buy your print over someone else’s? What makes your 

image unique and different?  

                                            
34 CURRENT, T. ‘How to Determine a Price for Your Fine Art Photography’  

http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography (02.04.2016)  

http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography
http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography


The Financial Aspects of Fine Art Photography  

  

22  

  

Current asks the photographer to think of the consumer of fine art as one who holds 

a perceivable value of art. “The bigger and more unique your images are, the more 

they will be perceived as art and have a higher value to the average consumer.”35 An 

article on SLR Lounge also provides some interesting points to consider.  

…it’s better to start low and raise prices than lower prices. The reason for this 

is that if you raise your prices it gives the impression that your work is 

becoming more valuable, if you lower your prices it gives the impression that 

work is decreasing in value.36  

Alain Briot also wrote an article regarding the pricing of fine art photography at 

www.naturephotographers.net/articles0710/ab0710-1.html and below are some of 

the most useful points raised.   

• …make people want to purchase your art. You cannot expect them to come 

and buy it from you without you doing anything. You have to sell it actively.  

• …high prices reflect high quality and low prices reflect low quality.  

• The higher the price the lower the volume. The lower the price the higher the 

volume.  

• Where does your product fit price wise among other “similar” products your 

customers are buying? Is it more expensive, less expensive? Where does it fit 

on the scale of pricing of these objects? Is it on the low end or the high end of 

the scale?  

• You must educate your audience  

These points are only the ‘tip of the iceberg’ when it comes to selling art, other points 

that should be considered are,   

• Profit margins   

• The value of time  

• How reputation and experience affects pricing   

• Limited Edition of prints   

                                            
35 CURRENT, T. ‘How to Determine a Price for Your Fine Art Photography’  

http://currentphotographer.com/how-to-determine-a-price-for-your-fine-art-photography (02.04.2016)  
36 THURSTON, A. ‘How To Price Your Fine Art Prints’ https://www.slrlounge.com/how-to-price-
yourfine-art-prints (04.04.2016)  
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• Framing  

Photobooks are growing in popularity in the photographic community, and this 

includes the fine art sector. Self-publishing allows a photographer complete create 

creative control,   

…self-publishing is primarily to do with keeping control of your creative vision 

(the book doesn't just illustrate the art, it is the art) and being able to operate 

outside the often prohibitively costly mainstream publishing houses. Ironically, 

the self-published book, which is produced in such limited editions, often 

becomes a collector's item, and the price rises accordingly.37  

Fine art photographer Vasey, with financial assistance from art gallery Gallerina, has 

self-published via Blurb, as seen in figure 9.  

 
Figure 9: Graham Vasey Response, Facebook Message Screenshot  

With the growing ease and popularity in the production of self-published photobooks, 

there has also arisen photobook competitions that emerging photographers can 

enter. For example,   

• Dummy Award Kassel - http://fotobookfestival.org/dummy-award-2016/#daen   

  

The Fotobookfestival Kassel invites again all photographers to present their 

so-far unpublished* photobooks to an international public and to eminent 

experts. In 2016 the best 50 books will be shortlisted by a pre-jury and will be 

exhibited at international photo events.38  

                                            
37 O’HAGAN, S. ‘Self-Publish or be Damned: Why Photographers Are Going It Alone’ 

www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2010/jun/04/self-publish-photographers-photobooks (08.06.2016)  
38 ‘Dummy Award Kassel / Beijing 2016 – Entries Now open Unit 15. May!’ 

http://fotobookfestival.org/dummy-award-2016/#daen (08.06.2016)  
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• Photobook Exhibition - 

http://www.rps.org/Exhibitions%20and%20Competitions/Competitions/Photob 

ook  

  

The selectors will be looking for books which approach the standards set by 

international photobook exhibitions, which are based on book topics of 

substance and interest, with photography of suitable strength, book design, 

sequencing etc. that support the purpose of the book, and the book’s overall 

characteristics as an object.39  

  

There exist other resources available that can provide insight and inspiration into the 

growing concept of the photobook as an art object.  

  

• The Photobook Club - http://photobookclub.org   

  

The Photobook Club, founded in 2011 is an on and offline project created as 

a space for conversations around the photobook. The project has developed 

into an international network generating events, publications and critical 

discussions, bringing together a variety of voices connected with the 

photobook with those who are new to the format. The philosophy is one of 

openness and access, believing that the photobook does not need to be a 

veiled and complex work of which we only trust a select few voices. Instead, 

here, the photobook is a vibrant medium for open consideration, learning and 

enjoyment.40  

  

• Self Publish, Be Happy - www.selfpublishbehappy.com   

                                            
39  Photobook Exhibition’ 

http://www.rps.org/Exhibitions%20and%20Competitions/Competitions/Photobook (08.062016)  
40 About’ http://photobookclub.org/index.php/about (05.03.2016)  
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“Self Publish, Be Happy is an organisation founded by Bruno Ceschel in 2010 

that collects, studies and celebrates self-published photobooks through an 

ongoing programme of workshops, live events and on/offline projects.”41  

Photo Shelter also offer an interesting free resource titled ‘Marketing Yourself with 

Photo Books’ available at www.photoshelter.com/resources/marketing-yourself-

withphotobooks. This resource also provides case studies of photographers using 

photobooks from the following genres,   

• Fashion  

• Travel  

• Advertising  

• Editorial   

• Documentary   

• Life Style  

• Stock  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

                                            
41 ‘About’ http://www.selfpublishbehappy.com/about (05.03.2016)   
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Gallery Representation 

  

Gaining representation from a gallery can create a business relationship that helps 

fine art photographer’s gain both exposure (on and offline) and a space to exhibit 

and sell their work.   

Vasey is being represented by the gallery Gallerina, www.gallerina.co.uk, and 

provides some insight into his relationship with the gallery. When it comes to the 

framing and pricing of his work however, Vasey explains that he was ‘lucky’ in an 

unusual agreement between himself and the Galley owner, Richard Hindle, as seen 

in Figure 10,   

 
Figure 10: Graham Vasey Response, Facebook Message Screenshot  

In a telephone conversation regarding Vasey’s representation and providing the 

money for the cost of Vasey’s framing and assisting with pricing, Hindle said, "It's 

very abnormal... I think that is unusual."42 and remarked that "Framing is very very 

expensive"43 He explained his reason for this,   

So, unusually, I put that money up front, but I think I kind of should really as 

well because if I am committed to helping and hopefully selling an artist’s work i 

think it's a nice thing to do, it's like a little bit of an investment.44  

Hindle also provided his thoughts on how a fine art photographer should approach a 

gallery when considering representation. This is another area that’s widely 

                                            
42 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGnguflfOc (11.04.2016)  
43 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGnguflfOc (11.04.2016)  
44 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGnguflfOc (11.04.2016)  
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discussed, but Hindle explained that "There's not a format...” 45Meaning that there’s 

no particular right or wrong answer. He went on further to explain that,   

A lot of young artists... just end up ringing around or sending your work out 

there wanting a 'yes' from somebody... if it's a yes from somebody who kind of 

doesn't get you, but at the same time is happy for you to fill a browser or fill a 

gap on their wall... because that's kind of working for them, it's not necessarily 

working for you. So you interview them as well... The most important thing... is 

people. Just getting the right people. The bottom line is... even if you’re 

producing the best work in the world... you can't sell a picture. What you can 

sell is the enthusiasm you possess for an image. You have to identity not 

necessarily the gallery, but the person...46  

He summarised why a fine artist would consider gallery representation,   

…hopefully you are left alone as the author of your work for to create, to 

produce this image, without any other agro, you don't want to be selling, 

marketing, delivering, framing... that's the stuff for the gallery to do.47  

Finally, he explained the most important thing for a fine art photographer should do is 

produce work that is true to themselves, rather than producing work that will sell.  

“You, as the artist... you've got to produce work for you, don't think, 'what will sell'... 

don't go down that route... you keep true to you.” 48  

  

  

  

  

                                            
45 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGnguflfOc (11.04.2016)  
46 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGnguflfOc (11.04.2016)  
47 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGnguflfOc (11.04.2016)  
48 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3BGnguflfOc (11.04.2016)  
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Conclusion 

  

To conclude, a career in fine art photography is clearly a financially challenging one.   

The range of opinion regarding the definition and usage of the term ‘fine art’ could 

potentially cause issue for the fine art photographer when it comes to marketing and 

selling their work. For the lay-person, ‘fine art’ may indicative of high quality 

regardless of the context, as seen in the examples of wedding photography.  

However for the educated artist, ‘fine art’ will encompass so much more. For 

example, their awareness of art history and the technical aspects of photography, 

both in relation to printing and operating equipment, digital or analogue. Providing an 

artist’s statement, along with contextualisation of their works in the written form will 

aid in placing them in the category of artist.  

Difficulties continue to arise for the aspiring fine art photographer with regards to 

funding, both in their personal life and professional life. There is certainly a variety of 

opportunities available, but as with any competition, award or grant, they are up 

against hundreds of other applicants. This also involves writing about their work and 

ideas, either current or in production, and it’s true to say that not every visual artist is 

as skilled with their words as they are with their craft.     

The fine art photographer’s route into the industry is a choice for the artist, but their 

financial situation will have strong implications. From the examples of Myers, Suess 

and Mead, one is either left to assume they had considerable savings from their 

previous paid jobs, or, if they were in a relationship, they were supported financially 

by their spouse. Of course, this is only speculation, but it is without question money 

is fundamental to a fine art photographers practice.   

For the fine art photographer fresh out of university, already in debt from their 

student loans, the thought of pursing their chosen career must feel daunting. For 

some, making money will become their primary goal and for those, art fades into the 

background when it comes to the reality of financing their own lives. However, there 

is a lot to be said of passion, determination, and of course life experience.   
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Although not discussed in this report, an online presence and portfolio of work is 

essential, not only for the fine artist but for any photographer working in the industry.  

The internet is a great tool, but attending events, festivals and visiting galleries for 

example, provide opportunities for networking that simply cannot be gained online.    

Ultimately, reality dictates that money is essential. A career in fine art is costly, but it 

does afford the photographer choice. Be it, from the example of Vasey, to work in an 

unrelated industry, or from the example of Hindley, to work in a commercial context 

as well. These choices also relate to success, an artist is able to choose to establish 

what they consider successful. For some, this might involve recognition, perhaps 

even fame, for others, being able to continually create images, digital or analogue is 

a passion, one that cannot be swayed by financial burdens.   
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Recommendations 

  

It is recommended that the aspiring fine art photographer should,  

• Consider their options for funding themselves in both their private and 

professional lives.   

• Consider entering awards appropriate to their fine art practice   

• Consider applying for appropriate grants  

• Consider the development and production of photobooks   

• Consider editioning of both prints and books  

• Develop a strong portfolio and online presence  

• Consider developing a working relationship through gallery representation    

As an artist, stay true to yourself  
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